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CONTAMINATED SITES ACT 2003 

174. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 
In reference to the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 - 

(1) What obligations do landowners have to clean up contamination found on - 
(a) their current property; and 
(b) property previously owned by them? 

(2) What assistance is provided by the government to landowners in respect of - 
(a) the cost of an environmental consultant; and 
(b) cleaning up proven contaminated sites? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) (a) Clean-up of contamination is only required where there is a risk to human health or the 

environment.  A site that requires clean-up is classified “contaminated - remediation required”.  
The Contaminated Sites Act 2003 sets out a hierarchy of responsibility for cleaning up sites 
classified as “contaminated - remediation required”.  In summary, the first person responsible 
is the person who caused or contributed to the contamination.  If the causer of contamination 
cannot be identified, found, or made to pay, responsibility would generally fall to the current 
landowner.  Exemptions can apply for innocent landowners.  Also, if the contamination at a 
site has migrated there from elsewhere, the owner of the property on which the contamination 
occurred would be responsible. 

(b) A person may have a responsibility to clean up contamination on a previously owned property, 
but only if that person had caused or contributed to the contamination. 

(2) (a) No financial assistance is provided by government to landowners for the cost of an 
environmental consultant to undertake contamination investigations. 

(b) No financial assistance is provided by government to landowners for the cost of cleaning up 
proven contaminated sites, subject to the answer to (1)(a).  However, the Contaminated Sites 
Act 2003 provides some protection to innocent landowners; that is, landowners who 
unknowingly and unsuspectingly purchased already contaminated land prior to 1 December 
2006 and have not contributed to the contamination.  Landowners can submit a disclosure 
statement before 1 December 2008, requesting exemption from responsibility for remediation.  
If it is determined that the landowner meets certain criteria, the landowner will be issued with 
an exemption certificate exempting him or her from responsibility for remediation.  In cases in 
which an exemption certificate has been issued to the landowner and the person who caused 
the contamination cannot be identified, found or made to pay, it is likely that the state will bear 
the cost of cleaning up the site. 

 


